Letter Template –Bus Passes for Asylum Seekers

Recently we heard the unfortunate news that the Scottish Government is U-turning on providing free bus travel for people seeking asylum in Scotland. This is an extremely disappointing development. Free travel would have been a hugely positive step in the right direction, but instead this is at risk of becoming a broken promise to asylum seekers.
We are encouraging people to write to their MSPs to call on them to speak out against this U-turn and call for a recommitment to free bus travel for asylum seekers. Please find attached two letter templates, one targeted at members of the Scottish Government (i.e. SNP MSPs) and another for opposition members (i.e. all other parties).
As this is a devolved issue we are focusing on members of the Scottish Parliament. If you would like advice on writing to your Westminster MP please contact rmoodie@chruchofscotland.org.uk 
Advice when contacting MSPs
Addresses for MSP offices can be found here: 
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/spice/factsheets/msps/msp-contact-details.pdf
Letters can be emailed or posted. Demonstrating you have put effort into your letter is a way to help get them noticed: for example, handwritten letters are usually seen as more effective.
Please do edit the text of the letters. This is just a template and politicians will notice when they receive the exact same letter multiple times. Some tips include:
· Add your personal experiences: do you know or support any asylum seekers? Have you any perspective on why this policy would be helpful?
· Speak from the heart: explain why you care about this issue.
· Attach pictures: if you are part of a group that supports New Scots include some images (with appropriate permission) to make it stand out visually
· Include local angles: is there asylum accommodation in your constituency? Explain to them why this is an issue for them as a local MSP to care about
· Address your MSP: have they spoken on refugee issues before? You can build on that when you speak to them.
Encouragement
"Hearing from constituents about why refugee rights matter to them is hugely powerful – whether it’s about their values, own family experiences, the stories they have heard from members of their communities or in the media. Messages that speak from the heart and to humankind’s better nature always make the greatest impact." 
Caroline Lucas, former MP for Brighton Pavilion


[For MSPs in Government]

Dear 
My name is [your name] and I am a resident in your constituency [of…]. I am writing to you to express my concern about the recent decision by the Scottish Government to renege on their commitment to offer free bus travel for people seeking asylum in Scotland.
I was delighted last year when the Scottish Government announced that it would be supporting a pilot to provide free bus travel for people seeking asylum. This policy would have a hugely positive impact. For people who are prohibited from working and often living on as little as £8.86 per week, bus tickets are simply unaffordable (a day ticket in Glasgow costs £5.60). Free travel would allow them to use public transport to attend appointments, visit places of worship, stay connected with friends, access our beautiful countryside and more. This would reduce isolation and drastically improve peoples’ mental health. 
This policy has support across society. It has been advocated for by refugee organisations, called for by faith leaders and achieved cross-party support in the Scottish Parliament. This made it all the more disappointing when the Scottish Government chose to abandon this commitment. Scotland had the opportunity to be a leader in welcoming asylum seekers. Instead this becomes yet another broken promise for people who have so often been let down by government policies.
The timing of this announcement was also exceptionally poor. Recently we witnessed the worst far-right violence the UK has seen in decades, much of it targeted at asylum accommodation. People seeking asylum are already feeling afraid and isolated. I worry that this U-turn will only give people further grounds to feel marginalised and unwelcome in our society. Now should be the time for us to redouble our efforts to support people seeking sanctuary, not cut back on plans that would make life easier for them.
“I know that the Scottish Government deeply cares about the most marginalised in our communities and I have seen our Government work hard to implement policies than are transformative for people who are most in need. This is why it is particularly disappointing to see the promise being broken”
So, I urge you to support efforts to reinstate the free bus travel policy. Please make it known that you do not support this U-turn and that you want to see this important right made available to people seeking asylum.

Yours Sincerely,



[For MSPs in opposition]

Dear 
My name is [your name] and I am a resident in your constituency [of…]. I am writing to you to express my concern about the recent decision by the Scottish Government to renege on their commitment to pilot free bus travel for people seeking asylum in Scotland.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I believed it was a positive step when Scottish Government announced its support for a pilot to provide free bus travel for people seeking asylum. This policy would have a hugely positive impact. For people who are prohibited from working and often living on as little as £8.86 per week, bus tickets are simply unaffordable (a day ticket in Glasgow costs £5.60). Free travel would allow them to use public transport to attend appointments, visit places of worship, stay connected with friends, access our beautiful countryside and more. This would reduce isolation and drastically improve peoples’ mental health.
This policy has support across society. It has been advocated for by refugee organisations, called for by faith leaders and achieved cross-party support in the Scottish Parliament. This made it all the more disappointing when the Scottish Government chose to abandon this commitment. Scotland had the opportunity to be a leader in welcoming asylum seekers. Instead this becomes yet another broken promise for people who have so often been let down by government policies.
The timing of this announcement was also exceptionally poor. Recently we witnessed the worst far-right violence the UK has seen in decades, much of it targeted at asylum accommodation. People seeking asylum are already feeling afraid and isolated. I worry that this U-turn will only give people further grounds to feel marginalised and unwelcome in our society. Now should be the time for us to redouble our efforts to support people seeking sanctuary, not cut back on plans that would make life easier for them.
The reason given for the U-turn was budgetary constraints. While I am sure there are difficult decisions that need to be made, this policy would have only represented a small fraction of the Scottish Government’s budget and the impact would have been so clearly positive. I have to question what the Scottish Government’s priorities are if it cannot support a policy that would transform the lives of some of the most marginalised people in our society.
So, I am asking you to please use your voice within Parliament to hold the Government to account and call for a reinstatement of the free bus travel policy. Please make it known that we do not support this U-turn and that you want to see this important right made available to people seeking asylum. Your support at this critical time is hugely valued. 

Yours Sincerely,

